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Rabbi Yosef Viener Discusses

The Mario “Mendoza Line”

By Daniel Keren
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Rabbi Yosef Viener

The second speaker at the Flatbush Thanksgiving Day Hakhel Yarchei Kallah was Rabbi Yosef Viener, Rav of K’hal Sha’ar HaShomayim in Monsey who addressed the topic of “Is the Best Offense Really Defense: A Closer Look at Our Position in Life.”


In the Midrash Bereishis Rabba it declares that the world was created for the mitzvah of bikkurin [bringing the first fruits to the holy Temple in Jerusalem]. It is not that this particular mitzvah  is so earth shattering, but rather it symbolizes our obligation as Jews to always have gratitude to Hakodesh Baruch Hu for all His continual kindnesses to us.


We have, Rabbi Viener noted, an ongoing machlokis, dispute with the non-Jewish world [and even with the majority of Jews who are net-yet frum] over how to fulfill the important obligation to be happy. [For a Jew it is not enough to serve Hashem by properly fulfilling the mitzvahs or commandments of the Torah; it must be done with an attitude of happiness.]


If we don’t focus on our avodas Hashem, service to G-d by fulfilling the mitzvahs or studying His holy Torah, we cannot hope to properly express our gratitude to Hakodesh Baruch Hu in a proper manner.

Coming to Terms with the “Mendoza Line”


Rabbi Viener spoke of Mario Mendoza, a talented Mexican shortstop with outstanding defensive skills who played in the Major Leagues from 1974-1982 with the Pittsburgh Pirates, the Seattle Mariners and the Texas Rangers; but who suffered from a very poor batting average. Indeed to this very day the term the “Mendoza Line” has come to refer to a batter having an average of 200 (one hits in five appearances at the bat, not including walks).
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Mario Mendoza


Rabbi Viener said that some of Mendoza’s teammates supported his being on the team because of his almost perfect fielding. Indeed the great Hall of Fame batter George Brett claimed that Mendoza had robbed him of sure base hits on several occasions because of his exceptional defensive plays. Yet in the end, his superb fielding was not able to keep Mendoza on the team because of his poor batting average.


In Judaism, Rabbi Viener declared, the principle is that a great defense is not enough. True if you are frum [religiously observant] you are in the minority of the Jewish community. But if your Yiddishkeit is just defensive [you keep Shabbos, eat kosher and perform the mitzvahs by rote] this is really not enough.


Some people think that if they are holding at a steady spiritual level that is sufficient. But a Jew has to constantly focus on how he can advance [in ruchnius, spirituality.] It is not enough to have Yiras Hashem (awe or fear of G-d) and perform mitzvahs for the sake of avoiding Divine punishment. Rather a person should constantly analyze what strengths they have and work with those in order to focus on how they can utilize their particular strengths in order to advance in their avodas Hashem [reaching the level of Ahavas Hashem, love of G-d] or to help others [in Klal Yisroel.]

Choosing Between the Examples of Choni Magul and Abba Hilkiel


When it is difficult for Jews to serve Hashem in times when Yiddishkeit is mocked, than in the manner of Choni Magul [who figuratively drew a circle around himself] one must perform mitzvahs in public in order to encourage others to act similarly. However in a time when everyone is keeping the Torah, it is better to follow the example of Abba Hilkiel [a grandson of Choni Magul] who tried to hide his tzidkus, righteousness and instead perform his great deeds in secret.


One of the biggest dangers to one’s spiritual advancement is technology or in particular the internet. Rabbi Viener noted the misguided feelings of many in our community that if their simchos aren’t published on Facebook, it didn’t happen. This creates an overflow of data that can unfortunately lead to serious bittel Torah, neglect of Torah study.


One should not wait for a bas kol [a heavenly voice] commanding him or her to do a particular mitzvah. Rather we should look at the events in our lives that  might give a person insight into how you might be able to improve one’s own Avodas Hashem.


The older you get, one should realize that if you are utilizing hishtadlus, exerting yourself to achieve desired goals in life, one still cannot predict what the future will bring. In each and every generation we have to have our ears perked up in order to detect the messages that are coming to us [from Shomayim, heaven.]

The Atrocity of the New York Yankees


Rabbi Viener recently met a baseball fan who told him that although the New York Yankees had almost made it to the World Series, the manager despite trying his hardest was fired [by the owners.] This is keneged, against everything that our [Torah] culture teaches us. Instead he should have gotten a raise for the coming year.


In the end, it is irrelevant what one’s batting average is as long as one is diligently striving to improve oneself in ruchnius. Winston Churchill who led England to victory against Nazi Germany was amazingly defeated and ousted as Prime Minister in elections held shortly after victory in 1945. He said subsequently that “success is not final, but neither is failure.” Indeed in the General Elections of 1951, Churchill returned to power as Prime Minister.


This Rabbi Viener said is an example that should inspire all of us in the challenge of struggling to accomplish our Avodas Hashem [to the best of our abilities.]

Learning from Yosef How

A Jew Should Strive

In Doing Mitzvahs
Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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The Torah portion Vayeishev chronicles Joseph's trials and tribulations from the time he left his father's house and was sold into slavery until his eventual appointment to the position of second in command of the entire Egypt. But Joseph was more than just an individual, and his life showed the path that the Jewish nation would take. Indeed, Joseph's life closely parallels the life of every Jew, and by studying his story we can better understand our own mission in life.

Joseph began his life by enjoying the comfort of his father's household. The most beloved of Jacob's children, Joseph enjoyed a special relationship with his father. Not only did Jacob make him the famous coat of many colors, but he learned Torah with him day and night, while the other brothers were busy shepherding the flocks. For Joseph, this period was his happiest, both spiritually and physically.


This situation is analogous to the condition of the Jewish soul before coming into the body. A "veritable part of G-d," it exists on the highest plane, enjoying the proximity of only holiness and G-dly light. Even when the soul has descended into this world and is in the fetus, it still enjoys the luxury of learning the entire Torah before the baby is born.


But suddenly, Joseph's idyllic existence was interrupted--"Joseph was brought down to Egypt." Sold as a slave, his situation continued to deteriorate until he found himself a prisoner in Pharaoh's jail. Spiritually as well, Joseph could not have been in a worse situation. Plucked from the refuge of the tent of learning Torah, Joseph was dropped directly into the most corrupt and depraved civilization of his era.


This symbolizes the soul's dramatic descent into this world. No longer can it bask in G-d's glory--the soul finds itself trapped in a physical body, subject to its whims and fancies. It must endure the temptations to which the body is drawn, and overcome all sorts of trials. The soul longs to return to its source above.


Yet we learn that Joseph triumphed and attained an even higher position than he had enjoyed while in his father's house. Joseph was victorious spiritually as well, as the Torah calls him, "Joseph the Righteous," for despite his elevation to high office Joseph retained his purity and goodness. Joseph turned his descent to Egypt into triumph and ascent, emerging the master and ruler.


This then is the purpose of the soul's journey down into this world and its imprisonment within the body: Our task is to subjugate the Evil Inclination and conduct our lives according to the dictates of Torah. Overcoming the obstacles which try to prevent us from doing mitzvot enables us to attain greater spirituality than would have been possible had the soul remained above.

Reprinted from the Parshat Vayeishev 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parashat Vayashev 5778
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Our father Abraham had to deal mainly with his son Isaac in order to continue the tradition of monotheism and humanity that he had begun. His other children were sent away from his home so that in effect all of his efforts were concentrated on his son Isaac. Isaac himself had two sons, Jacob and Esau. He attempted to divide his attention and share his legacy with both of them.


The sons were of greatly different temperament and potential and Jacob found it impossible to reconcile the two. Both would now be forced to go their separate ways in life and in history. It was recognized early on that the two personalities would never mesh and therefore only through Jacob would the legacy of Abraham and Isaac be fulfilled.


Now we see that Jacob had 12 sons. Every father and mother knows that every child is different and the wise parent recognizes the subtleties of those differences and incorporates them into the parenting process. Now just imagine having to deal with 12 different sons each one of whom had a different personality, different talents and different perspectives on life and the family.


Jacob himself in his final words to his sons at the end of this book describes each of them in a different way, emphasizing their characteristics, talents and abilities. So, it shall not be surprising that sibling frictions abounded in his family. What is surprising is that apparently all of those frictions were channeled into the contest between Joseph and his 10 brothers.


That Joseph was the lightning rod for all of the differences in the family is clear from the description of the Torah in this week's reading. The Torah tells us that they could not speak peacefully one with another. The commentators over the centuries have provided various reasons for the behavior of both Jacob and Joseph as to why this family discord occurred. However it is clear from the biblical narrative itself that Joseph was so special, both in his own mind and in the eyes of his father, and that the brothers felt threatened by the family situation that he created.


The task of reconciling 12 different personalities, all of them strong and powerful, would now occupy the rest of the narrative of the Torah. The ability to live in peace and harmony, given the fact that there are always varied personalities, ideas and viewpoints has remained the main challenge in Jewish life today. It would take a tortured and completely unpredictable path to reunite Joseph and his brothers and allow the people of Israel to be formed positively.


At the end of the story the brothers are reconciled with Joseph but their different personalities still do not meld. Reconciliation in human terms is always a process and there is no magic bullet or instant formula that can accomplish it. It takes time and patience and changing circumstances and eventually the intervention of Heaven itself to bring about true family and national reconciliation.


Hopefully we are in the midst of such a process, with all of its ups and downs, in our current struggles in the Jewish world. The story of Joseph and his brothers and their eventual reconciliation should provide us with hope and faith for our future as well.

Keep Your Shoes On
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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The Torah in Parashat Vayesheb tells the story of “Mechirat Yosef”– the sale of Yosef as a slave by his brothers.  The brothers, we read, sold Yosef to Yishmaelite merchants for a price of twenty coins.  Curiously, the Targum Yonatan Ben Uziel commentary to this verse adds a seemingly trivial point to this story, relating that the brothers took the money they received for Yosef and purchased shoes.


Why did this need to be mentioned?  What difference does it make to us if the brothers used the money for shoes or for some other commodity?


The question is magnified when we consider the Haftara portion selected for this Parasha, a prophecy from the Book of Amos.  Different explanations have been given for the connection between this prophecy and Parashat Vayesheb, but according to one view, the connection relates to the very first verse of the prophecy, in which G-d warns that He will punish Beneh Yisrael “for selling a righteous person for money; a poor man for shoes.” Some commentators explain this as a reference to the brothers’ selling Yosef for shoes.


Once again, we must wonder, why is this important?  What is the significance of the fact that the money received from the sale went toward shoes?


The work Pelah Harimon explains that ever since the sin of Adam and Hava, when G-d cursed the ground, there is a force of impurity that emanates from the ground. If one stands barefoot directly on the ground, he exposes himself to this force.  Thus, for example, the Sages teach that the sorcerers in Egypt were able to perform their magic only while standing barefoot on the ground, which enabled them to access this force of impurity.


Yaakob’s sons saw that unlike in the generations of Abraham and Yishak, each of whom had one wicked son (Yishmael, Esav), they were all righteous.  They thus initially figured that the forces of impurity had finally been eliminated from the world, and they could thus walk barefoot without fear of direct exposure to the ground.


But then they saw the way Yosef conducted himself, and they concluded that he was like Esav in the previous generation and Yishmael and in the generation before that – that he was an impure son, demonstrating that the forces of impurity still existed.  And thus at the time of the sale of Yosef they realized that they had to purchase shoes to serve as a buffer between them and the ground, in order to protect themselves from the forces of impurity.


There is, however, an even deeper level to the significance of the shoes.  Beneh Yisrael spent 210 years as slaves in Egypt, and miraculously, nobody intermarried.  The Torah speaks of one woman who acted in a slightly flirtatious manner and had an encounter with an Egyptian man, but otherwise, Beneh Yisrael did not engage in relationships with the Egyptians for over two centuries.


To put this into proper perspective, Jews have been living in the United States in large numbers for far less than two centuries, and millions of Jews, tragically, have already fallen to intermarriage and assimilation.  The fact that Beneh Yisrael existed in Egypt without intermarrying for such an extended period is truly miraculous.


This was made possible by Yosef, who paved the way for their separateness by refusing the advances of Potifar’s wife.  When he withstood temptation and overcame his Yeser Hara, he generated a powerful surge of Kedusha into the promiscuous, corrupt environment of Egypt, which empowered Beneh Yisrael to resist temptation and avoid intermarriage.  It was Yosef who paved the way for Beneh Yisrael’s spiritual and ethnic survival in Egypt by refusing Potifar’s wife, whereby he created a powerful force of holiness that had a profound effect upon Beneh Yisrael for 210 years.


We can now begin to understand the deeper significance of the shoes purchased by Yosef’s brothers after his sale.  Often, an act done by a Sadik in this world triggers a spiritual effect in the heavens.  When the brothers purchased shoes to protect themselves from the forces of impurity emanating from the ground, they unknowingly triggered a “blockade” that protected Yosef from the impurity of Egypt.  Their placement of shoes resulted in a protective shield that guarded Yosef from the corrupt influences of Egypt, thus enabling him to resist the temptation of Potifar’s wife.  And this is why these shoes are so significant.  Without them, there would be no Exodus, and, in fact, there would be no Am Yisrael.  The brothers’ purchase of shoes set in motion a process which would eventually serve to protect their descendants from assimilation in Egypt, thereby ensuring the survival of the Jewish people.


One practical lesson we may perhaps learn from this insight is the urgent need for “shoes” to protect us in our exile, in our generation.  We live in a society characterized by immorality and permissiveness, whose culture is ever so pervasive and all-encompassing.  Most of us wear on our belts devices that grant us access to both the holiest texts, but also the lowest depths of depravity.


We need protection from the impurity that bombards us from all sides.  And the “shoes” that we need to wear to block these forces are Torah study, classes, and the books and discourses of Musar that inspire us and reinforce our religious commitment.  In our generation, more than ever before, we need to wear these “shoes” at all times and try to never take them off, so we can retain our stature of purity and not fall prey to the powerful forces of 

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayashev 5778 website of The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue in Brooklyn.

More than a Mother
By Rabbi David Ashear
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People ask, "How can we possibly be happy when we're going through such hardship?" This is a difficult question, but the answer is given to us by Hashem Himself in the Torah. The Pasuk says: - Number one, we have to know where the hardships are coming from-from Hashem Himself. And number two, they come with love, like a parent helping a child.


Rabbi Mugrabi gave a parable from Rav Dan Segal to explain. When a mother needs to give her infant a bath, what doesn't she do to ensure that the baby should have a pleasant experience? She feels the temperature of the water a few times. She has the right shampoo, the best soap and the right oil. And when everything is all set up and ready, she finally puts the baby in the water and cleans it. 

But what happens during that bath? The baby is screaming the whole time; it's uncomfortable; it hates the bath. Would anybody watching that scene say, "That mother is so cruel, she must hate her baby"? Of course not. She's going to take the baby out, put the most delicious smelling creams on it, nurse the baby, wrap it up in a blanket, and it will nap peacefully all snuggled up and clean.


This is what Yisurin do for us. Hashem is our loving parent, giving us the perfect circumstances for our benefit. If we feel like a victim of circumstance, then yes, it is very hard to be happy. If we feel like Hashem is out to get us, chas v'shalom, then yes, it will be very hard to be happy. But if we take to heart that we are not victims of circumstance, no person has the ability to harm us, no one can take away our Parnasa, no one could break off a Shidduch and it's all from Hashem. And that Hashem is doing all of it with such love, only to help us. Then, even though there is hardship and pain, we'll be able to be happy even during those difficult times.


Our thought process makes all the difference. If someone really wanted to buy a house, but for whatever reason it didn't work out, he might become depressed over it. But if he saw into the future that that house was going to collapse in one year due to a hurricane, the moment the deal didn't go through, he would feel so grateful and say thank you Hashem for not letting this deal go through.


The exact same circumstance can be looked at as Yisurin or as a salvation. We don't get to see the future, but we are able to trust that our loving Hashem only does what's best for us. And if the deal didn't go through, it means it was the best possible outcome for us. And therefore, not only shouldn't we be depressed, we should actually be happy about it.


Having this knowledge that Hashem is in control and loves and cares for us more than any mother could ever care about her infant, will help a person be happy, even when he's experiencing Yisurin. This is not just good advice from the Torah, but it's actually a Mitzvah. Knowing who Hashem is and that everything that happens is under His control will help us both in this world and the Next.

Reprinted from the December 5, 2017 email of Emunah Daily.

Rav Avigdor Miller on 
The Caress and the Potch

[image: image7.jpg]




QUESTION: How do I communicate with a child who is just not listening and doesn't want to communicate?

ANSWER: I'll tell you one עצה. Take the child aside, when nobody's looking and give him a גלעט, a caress on his cheek, and say, "Chaim, you're a good boy. I know that you're a very good boy. And I want you to try to do this and this, and you'll see, everybody's going to like you."

Now, he won't pay attention. No, he won't pay attention to you. But it goes into his mind. It goes into his mind. Chaim is not a horse. When you're dealing with a horse, there's no use talking to a horse. But Chaim is a human being. And little by little it'll enter his mind. Talking helps. Yes, talking helps.

Now sometimes a good hefty potch helps. Yes, oh yes! Sometimes a good potch helps. You have to use your mind. Sometimes both ways helps. But it'll never be a waste of time to give Chaim'll a caress on his cheek.

Last week I was walking in the street, and I sat down at a park bench. And a woman was passing by - a frum woman - with a little girl. And the girl was jumping around angry. An angry little girl. The mother stopped and she caressed the little girl. And the girl quieted down. Ah, that was good. It was good to see. The girl quieted down from her mother's caress.

So to caress somebody is very good. And say, "Chaim'll, you're a very good boy." Here's a boy making trouble in the class. So the Rebbi takes him outside and says, "Chaim'll, you're a good boy. And for your benefit you should know that everybody likes you. And you want to be successful in this world. And you will be successful if you're popular. So make it your business that everybody should like you here. And if you're a nice boy, everybody is going to like you." Now, the first time, he won't pay any attention to you. The second time, the third time, a little bit. And little by little, it'll enter his mind. You'll see, it'll enter his mind. It'll have an effect. TAPE # E-229 (April 2000)

Reprinted from December 5, 2017 email of Toras Avigdor (info@torasavigdor.org)

Two Great New Kids

Books from Shifra Glick

By Daniel Keren

(“Bentzi and the Magic Potion” by Shifra Glick, 113 pages, Feldheim Publishers, 2017)

(“Shikufitzky Street #4” by Shifra Glick, 97 pages, Feldheim Publishers, 2017)

(“Abi Gezunt!: Classic Jokes from The Jewish Press, 197 pages, soft cover, written by Arnold Fine and compiled by Zalman Goldstein, Two Lights Publishing, 2017)
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Now that we are in the month of Kislev and Chanukah, the Festival of Lights is just a few weeks away, parents and grandparents should now be looking around for good juvenile books to buy for their offspring. Feldheim is now distributing two new delightful books by the Israeli writer Shifra Glick for your kids [of all ages, I confess I also enjoy reading them myself.]


Shifra Glick has been writing and illustrating the charming Shikufitzky family for years and her comic strip format has been a popular feature in the weekly Mishpacha magazine. The latest collection of charming Shikufitzky Street comics is Volume 4 and it contains 97 pages, each with a complete delightful story that is guaranteed to give everyone in your family a chuckle.


Books such as these Shikufitzky Street series of Shira Glick comic stories should be mandatory in every home. We live in tough times and there is a continual need for all of us to occasionally get a whiff of genuine pure kosher humor.


Among the characters who star in Volume #4 of Shikufitzky Street are Zaidy Zundel, Bubby Zelda, Gershon the Genius, Ditza, Nitza, Lemech and Shlomtzion.

On page 71, Bubby is seen cleaning up after the Chanukah family party. In the second panel we hear her declaring “This year was the first time I used disposable dishes for our Chanukah family party. I feel bad.”


Zaidy Zundel in confusion asks “Why do you feel bad? Are you sorry you didn’t use fancy china?”



“No,” said Bubby, “I’m sorry it’s the first time. I should have started doing it the easier way years ago!”


“Bentzi and the Magic Potion” is a charming short story that communicates a powerful lesson for children of all ages. Batya and her brother Bentzi like Jewish children all over the world have their small but at the same time important life challenges.


Stepping into the story is Uncle Yonti who invents incredible things in his mysterious lab. His latest concoction is a bottle filled with a blue liquid that can help anyone get instant courage. How should that be utilized? To find out you will have to read the delightful 113-page book that you will enjoy reading to your young children, nephews, nieces, grandchildren and even neighborhood kids.


Another great gift idea for Chanukah is “Abi Gezunt!: Classic Jokes from The Jewish Press” that were written almost over a period of a half century by the late Arnold Fine, the legendary and long-time senior editor of New York’s first Orthodox weekly newspaper.


Most old-timers, those who grew up in the 1960’s through the late 1990’s might recall Mr. Fine’s classic weekly column “I Remember When” and his feature about “The Silly World of Chelm for the Jewish Press.”


Zalman Goldstein who last year came out with an oldies but goldies compilation of “The Silly World of Chelm,” has devoted much effort into searching the archives of past issues of The Jewish Press to come out with classic vignettes of Mr. Fine’s “Abi Gezunt!” jokes that gave tens of thousands of New York Metro Jewish readers a delightful chuckle when often the news of the world that week really wasn’t a joke.


This first of a two-volume collection of classic Abi Gezunt jokes by Mr. Fine is now available for purchase. It is broken down into such categories as City Life, Jewish Wit, Politics and High Office, Israel, Doctors and Medicine, Old Age, Relationships and Little Gems.


The second volume of Abi Gezunt will offer readers moments of laughter from reflections on Money and Business, Law and Order, Food Dining, Parenting and Children, Education, The Pulpit and Travel.


An example of Mr. Fine’s Abi Gezunt humor from the section on Israel is as follows:


“It could only happen in Israel. Moshe Dayan was near the front lines and was turning the corner of a building when a young Israeli private came tearing around the building in a hurry and collided with him.


“’Here! Here!’ Dayan said, pulling himself back together, ‘Do you know who I am?’


“The young Israeli soldier snapped, ‘I suppose you’re gonna tell me that you’re our great general, Moshe Dayan?’


“’Exactly,’ replied Dayan.


“’Oh yeah,’ snapped the young Israeli. ’Well, General, do you know who I am?’


“Dayan looked concerned and said, ‘No – who?’


“’Thank G-d!’ snapped the soldier as he fled off into the darkness.”


All three books reviewed in this week’s column – “Bentzi and the Magic Potion” and “Shikufitzky Street #4” by Shifra Glick, as well as “Abi Gezunt: Classic Jokes from The Jewish Press” can be found in Jewish bookstores or from the distributor by calling (845) 356-2282 or clicking www.feldheim.com

Reprinted from the December 1, 2017 edition of The Jewish Connection.
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